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Education  

� BFA  Sculpture/Ceramics  Rhode Island School of Design 

� BS Biochemistry  Cornell University 

� PhD  Sensory Biology Boston University 

 

Appointments 

� Senior Research Associate, Monell Chemical Senses Center 

 

Research Interests  

� Plant defensive compounds as probes of sensory function  

� Neural coding of chemical irritants, including food compounds such as wasabi, 

horseradish,   hot peppers and carbonated beverages, as well as environmental 

contaminants. 

� Sensory receptor mechanisms underlying cutaneous sensations such as tingling, 

pricking     and itch. 
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